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Tax Reform in 1linois

LLINOIS is about to fall in line with Vir-

ginia in reforming her taxation system.

The Legislature of that State has just passed
a resolution submitting to the people an
amendment to the Constitution designed to
improve taxation. This amendment will do
.away with the general property tax, that old,
outworn and unjust method of raising money
for governmental needs. Under this amend-
ment, {f adopted, it will be possible to tax
personal property at a different rate from
real estate.

In Illinols, as in all other States where the
general property tax obtains, real estate has
borne the hurden of government, while securi-
ties have largely gone untaxed. Illinols
wearled of the inlquities of the svstem, and
appointed a Tax Commission, headed by John
P. Wilson, of Chicago, and P'rofessor Edmund
J. James, of the University of Illinois, to
prepare a taxation amendment.

The measure will be submitted to the popu-
Iar vote at the election of November, 1914,
and it I8 probable that the State will vote in
the affirmative.

Keeping the lssue Clear
N the multitude of comment on the resi-
dent's last note to Germany one may wan-
der far afleld, for that comment is almost as
vdrious as the commentators themselves, and
bring up nowhere. Reading the note itself,
however, there is not much real diffieulty in

able citizens, selected for their representative
character and special fitness to do a particu-
| lar work. ¥
! Wao are not likely to have loo many persons
J_gh—lng thought to this matter. The more
| study s devoted to the wise and just solution
| of the problum, the more the community will
| profit. The more interest s aroused, the
better will be the prospect of right decision.
Let us all sink jealousies, keep our temper,
think elearly, work hard and see what we

can do to produce a charter that will be not
only a credit, but an actual help to the city.

Bryan's Reason for Retirement

N a long dispatch from its Washington cor-

respondent, the New York World suggests
and seeks to prove that the note to Germany
was not the real reason of Mr. Bryan's resig-
nation from the Cabinet. The ract is, ac-
cording to the World correspondent, that Mr.

Bryan resented the action of the President
in running the State Department and taking
important matters out of the hands of its
titular head. and “seized upon the opportunity
afforded for criticlzing the form of the Iresi-
dent's communication to Berlin ns the occa-
slon for retiring from the administeation.”

The correspondent ventures the prophecy
that the correctness of this view *“will be
demonstrated by Mr. Bryan later on."

It s not impossible. Mr. Bryan's most
devoted friends in Washinglon and elsewhere
iare trying hard to understand how he could
have signed the note of May 13 and balked
#t the note of June 11. Nohody else even
tries to understand it. If one note is more
militant than the other, it is the first rather
than that of more recent dale.

In the meantime, Mr. Bryan's address to
German-Americans shows signs of a belated
return to balanece and sanity. There are
other and even more hopeful signs in his
announcement that, for the time at least, he
will have nothing more to say. Let him
make that temporary truce permanent, and
he will win back many of the friends his
conduct in the last few days has estranged.

Some of Mr. Bryan's remarkable state-
ments, by the way, suggest the query: how
far can Christlanity be applied in national
affaire? DMr. Bryan denounces the use of
force on all occasions, and places Mr. Wilson's
ultimatum in the same class with the Aus-
trian demand on Serhia which led to the
present war. Mr. Bryan seeks to inaugurate
the relgn of peace on earth, and he thinks
that this can be done by resolutely refusing
to go to war under any cirenmstances, This
is Christian idealism. The Invoeation of the
“Qod of Hosts," which has been made too
frequently in the past by Christian priests,
ig anti-Christian. There can be no doubl as
to the attitude of the Founder of Christianity
towards war, unless perhaps on the question
of defensive war waged under circumstances
of exceptional necessity.

Mr. Bryan's appeal to mankind on the
ground of pure Christianity is a courageous
thing, but not so novel as It might seem.
The same problem has confronted Christians
in all ages, and especially in modern cen-
turies. The lieformers were harassed with
this difficulty. They did not know whether
they should make no effort to resist evil, as
Christlanity seems to imply, or whether they
had the right to take arms in defense of their
lives and faith. Calvin at first was opposed
to reslstance, as Luther had once bheen, hut
he reluctantly admitied the moral propriety

determining just what It means.

“That meaning is embodied in the conelud- |
ing paragraph, which is as follows: |

“The government of the United States
deems [t reasonable to expeet that the im-
perial German government will adopt the
measures necessary (o put these prineiples
into practice in respect of the sifeguarding
of American lives and American ships, and
asks for assurances that this will be done,'”

There is the gist of the whole story, re-
peated practically from the note delivered to
Berlin more than three weeks ago. If Ger-
many would maintain friendly relations with
this people, she must abandon those fentures
of her submarine warfare "“fhnt subjeect neu-
tral ships and neutral lives to new and im-
measurable risks.”” Other matters at issue
perhaps may be the subject of future diplo-
matie exchanges; on this one point
and delay will not be endured,

evasion

A4, i-
Rivssia Back on Her Feet
OTORIOUSLY, the bear is an ohjection-
abie and highly dangerous animal when
he is backed into a corner. The Austro-Ger-
man army that chased the retreating Rus-
sians acroes the Dniester and then followed,
found itself in a trap, from which only about
half of it appears to have vmerged.  Petro-
grad claims the Austro-German loss in killed,
wounded and prisoners exceeded 40,000,

In this great conflict Russia  has heen
“erughed'’ nearly as often as Austrin,  Ench
time, however, she manages to get back on
her feet, and, just as the funeral ceremoniea
are ordered to begin, 10 deal some ferocious
blow that sends the mourners fivinge.

It 18 said that the recent dittienlry between
China and Japan was responsible for the Rus-
elan defeat in Galicin, and that t(he ending
of that trouhle explains the new Hussian of-
fensive. Japan, we are told, stopped setling
arms and munitions to Russin when she began
to think she might them for herself,
The traffic has resumedd, and the Rus-
sian armies are stiffennd by adequate supplies,

It may be that the Russians are being
helped through Archangel, awakened only a
few weeke zgo from its winter s#leep amid
the ice, That Arclic port would seem 1o be
admirably adapted to the importation of |
arms.
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antagonisms
the eouneil-
charter revigion contem-

et now pending and that

committee which probably will he named at
the Mechanics' Institute meeting to-morrow |
evenlng, should nat work together fu entire |
harmony |

It & to he as 1 that 1he intercst. at |
any rate, will e {dentical.  Fgel will desire
to. frame the charter hent adapted to Hich-
mand’'s needs and mos l2ely 1o promote
Richmond’'s nappiness ana progperity,  If
there is 1o be rivalry hetwenn the two corm-
mittees, it should be as to which will produce |
and ofter for populir spproval the more |
workable instrument of governnent

It must not he forgatten thar, under exist-
ing law, Counrll L ompowered submit
charter changes ‘o 4 referendum and after-
warde to the Genreral The aetion
of Council

Arermhly

is neccisary probably 1o cffejent

action of any sort. It would phe stupid for

any one to seck 1o ignore these oleoing repre.

gentalivee of the pecple 4 4 matter of this
high importance.

At would bLe eqgually stupid, on the mher

band, for Couneil to ignore & committes a?

A former Persian consul to New York is
| suing the estate of a man whose life he

', ¢ligible in less time than that.

of uging fores in self-defense., The Reform-
ers armed, and the wars of religion which
devastated Europe followed.

The faet is that we live in a world of war.
The survival of the fittest is the law of na-
ture, “The Anclent Law.” Christianity runs
counter to this law, and it may be that in
the end Christianity will ehange the moral

basis of humanity. But at the present mo-
ment force must be met with force. There
is no other way.

Belng a Sport

UT from the north of India came a real

prince, Ranji Smile, whose family name
is not pronounced the way it looks. Ranji
is a potentate of large parts and immense pos-
fessions, to say nothing of a family tree as
endless as the rope the Hindu [akir throws
into the air and climbs up with no visihla
means of support. Well, the other evening
Ranji tacked to port and sailed majestically
Into a Broadway chop house, where he maie
fast fore and aft to a commodious table. One
of the stevedores carrying dishes saluted and l
received a modest order, for it happened that
the Ranji had come out with a limited supply
of common exchange,

It ia a pathetic story—a painful varn. As
the potentate sat there he was pointed out |
by an acquaintance to a number of Hroad-
way llghta. An Indian prince! Hooray! |
‘There was a rush to shake hands, and Ranji
was kept busy bowing and smiling and drink-

ing. Of course, he had no idea that all the
drinks were on Indla. He thought some one
was dividing the honors. One by one the |
new friends drifted away, until Ranji was

left alone with the bill, amounting to $6.50.

He couldn’t pay It by several dollars, but
courteously explained who he was, whieh |
was met with a cold stare.  He then offered

his wateh as securlty until he could go after
tho necessary.  Again the glittering glare,
He wound up in a police court, where, luckily,
the magistrate knew him.

Ranji had learned his lesson in being a
good sport. 1t is the lesson a lot of fellows
might learn with profit. Being a sport, buy- |
ing drinks for others, bowing smidingly under |
the fake friendship of soeclal grafters, is a |
mighty poor business,

saved, on a note for 350,000 payahle “ten
days after death.”” Whether this holds good
or not, it would he a mighty nice wny for
all of us to raise money, to date our notes
ahead of all other earthly troubles,

It fs pitiful to think of that poor little John
Jacob Astor, the baby with gold in every
pore, having only $40,000 spent on his dear
little self in two vears. How on earth the
child can squeeze along on the beggarly
pittance nohody knows!

It has been officially announced at the
University of 1llinois that the co-eds spend
from $70 to $300 a year on clothes. Why
not uniform co-eds In school-made frocks on

a rental basis, and cut down this frightful |

extravagance?

New York's first public school savings bank
at the end of a year has $12,000 on deposit,
and three cigarette and eandy stores in school
neighhorhoods have failed. The moral lies
at the end of the nose for plainness.

Mr. Taft is out with a plea for a six or
seven years' presidential term, with ineligi-
Lility for re-election. Mr, Taft became in-

1

SONGS AND SAWS

Hoppiness.
The baseball fan—
Thrlce happy man—
Heeds not wild war's alarm;
In hleachers hot
He finds n spot
Where he is free from harm.

To yell like mad

When play is baa,
To cheer when It Is fine,

To goad the umps

With verbal thumps,
Leaves naught for which to pine.

For jewels rare
He doesn't cnre—
One dlnmond is his pride—
Of basebnll skill
He gets his AL,
And thus is satisfied,

‘The Pessimint Snynt
The world wastes precious little grief on the
disappointed politiclan. That doesn't make much
diffarence, however, for, as n rule, he is so sorry

for himeelf he doesn't feel the need of any other
sviapathy,

Conslideration.

"What did you mean.” de-
manded the stern fathér, “by
telling me you were going to
gchool and then going fishing
instea?”

“1 was just trying to spara
your feelings,” replied Truth-
ful dJames. "1 knew it wouled
mitke you feel bad if you had
any reason to think 1 was
wigting my time.”

Cold Water,

He (sentimentally)—Do you still love me as
You did long yvenrs ago?
She (practically )—Certainly, Do vou SUPNOsN

I coulld tolerate you this long unless my patience
was supporied by an unusual affection?
The Wayr of the Mah,

“Why thiat crowd collected
corner?”

“A souse with a stiff neck ia keeping his eyves
turned up to the heavens, and the crowd s trying
to find out whether he is looking at a skyscraper
fire or an aeroplane.”

has

there on the

The Last Ward,
The man who meats to do what's right
Oft blunders Into wrong,
And he who would avoid a Aeht
Find Mars has trailed along—
But if on agony vou'd Heht,
That starts with tap of gong,
Just let some voiceloss, mirthless wight
Sing you a “comie” SOng.
THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors

The XNorfolk Ledger-Dispateh polnts a moral
and adorns a tnle in the following: “At the
University of Virginia, where the honor systern
with regnrd to examinations has long prevalled,
there have bheen only two cases, we bellave, of
chenting at examinations, and in thess Instances

the two offenilers were drummed out of the
university Ly the student hody.,  Would not a
slmilar  svstem  prevent future humiliating

seandals of this kind at the Naval Academy 7

Replying to the question, *why the hoame
s 3 v

paper,” the Marlon News says: “The home paper

is your friend, and vou know it. And hecnuse

ragraementa in foreign countries, such as are
In vogue among our competitors In théss Nelds,
then, in the opinion of every wlitness “ho testi-
fled on the subject, our chances of success are
BO remote that few, if any, business men willl
cn_ any large scale risk taking them. The
quesation i= whether the Sherman law stops at
Lthe water's edge or reaches overseas: whother it
& internationnl or merely domestic In its appli-
catlon. On this point the uncertalinty la s0 great
that, ag Mr. Davison in his testimony satd, it
is equivnlent to an Intérprelation in the most
restrictive sense. Such uncertainty In a matter
0 vilnl operates as a practical prohibition of
large American business expansions In  such
otheérwlise very attractive fields as the Central
and  Seuth  Amerlean  countries now  offer.
Shackled with restraints from whlech competi-
ters are wholly free, a freedom impeérative In
the bullding up of n broad commercial structure,
American business men, in the unanimous opin-
fon of the commiralon’s witnesses, find them-
Helves ro henvlly handicapped nt the very start
that large forelgn trade projects are wholly out
¢l the question.—New York Sun.

Gossip From “Down Home"

In mapping out work for the historians, the
Gpeenaboro Record sayvs:  “Local historians are |
showing some interest In the preserviation of
Gullford follc-lore, and It is quite proper that
théy busy themselves to still further extent
before It is too Inte, Ouilford County Is rleh in
tiles of the people, and Greensboro Is the henrt
¢ Guilford. This was the home of O, Henry
when he wns a youth, nnd It was here that
Tourgen concelved the stories which made him
wealthy, He wis a stranger, but he was Aulck
Lo sense the presence of conditinns worth writ-
ing about In his new loenlity.”

The Raleigh Times tells how co-opération
works up in Cetawba County., It save: “'Ca-
thwhbn County five yonrs ago put 21,500 intn
i co-operative crenmery, which to-dav Is worth
§20.000.  The farmers of that sectlon of the
State are enjoving the benefits of co-opera-
tion.”

“Just to show that Hrunswick County diver-
sifier In the matter of stock ralsing,” sava the
Southport News, “attention |s called to the fact
that a boy in the western end of the county
is tralnine a couple of hears, which were cajp-
tured within the confines of tha county.” Some
diversification that,

The Hoke County Journal sees the ahove and
goes It one hetter. It sava: “Mr. W. J. John-
gon, of Med Springs. has more than A00 iceres
In cultivation. He ralses cotton, corn, tobaces,
oals, rye, potatoes, hoth Triesh and eweet, all
kinds of frults in thelr season: In fact, avery-
thing that will grow I8 found hare. His dalry,
cattle nnad hoes are not surpassed Ly even thosa
at Pinehurst or Biltmore."

Tut this from the Lumberton Robesonian
takes the cake: “In Shannon township erons |
are lonking green, hut are generally small. We
noticed some watermelons and same tobneen,
hesides nats, wheat and rye. on the trip. There
appepars  to bhe more  diversified erops than
usunl’

The EliZaheth Clty Advance
tnll prieces for “hlues” as follows:
Homan, of this city, recelved pnews from one
of XNew York's eammission men this week that
the first conelenment of hucklebhérviea for the
rapsnn reachoed that market fronf Clinton, N 'C.
estahlishing noew enrly record for
and hringineg the shipper, A W,

recoards aome
“Mr. E.

thin crap
Aman, of

you are loyal to your friends and te the com- l

munlty vou believe
censeless work for
Your interests and
are identical, and you need it iiite nn
Aas it needs you. And the man wha
the neceassity for n community of,interests he-
comes n builder, and not a destroyver,™

in the home
home anrd
tho=e of the

paper andd
home
home

its
[\t_-np]n,
ey
muech

The XNorfolk Virginlan-I'ilot evidentls
not expect the war to end this yvear. It
“The announcement that indications
to a billion-bushel wheat erop in the
States this vear ought tn be encouraging news

ilnog
EANVE:

the point

recognizes |

United |

to the helligerents that are lnrgely relving
upon this country to feed them while the war
Inete”  Good eénough if the wheat enn run the |
gantlet of the submarines,

“The Farmville Herald, which sometimes desnla

In zas 1o some extont itself, has

this ta sayv:
‘Kiteheney savs fight gas with gas. Well, tha
old game hag heen plaved for many venrs In
Congress—and on a more limited seale In the

Virginin
piteh
cver

Leglsiature. —Richmond Times-is-
And when, pray, did the hig
detect . whiff of gas eseaping from the
sanctum of the Herald? Gushing at times, but.
perish the thousht that It s ever gageous.”

“The good old summe rtime,” says the Char.
lottesville Mrogress, "is a little slow getting
fully an the stage, but she will get there, and
hefore she has finlshed her stunt, we wil]
inclined to think she lagged superfluous,™

lies

Current Editorial Comment

That submarine warfare ngainst

neutral commerce 18 utterly  he-

Daollars vond the law remalns uneques-
Could Not  jianed. That its Inwless effect on
Atone American property and lives can-

not e obviated by suech limits of

caution ns the submarine hns exercised has boegy
demonsierated. Would Mr, Hreyvan be content with
a verdict by The Hagne teibunal that fGermg

was at fault in the Lusitania matter if, :ending

the deciglon, Germany sent -a dozen American
ships to the hottom?  Using this verdict as .
hasig, would he then seek damages in ench of

theas twelve cases, leaving Germany free moenn-
while to quadruple the list of Americans
at her hands? The sound sense of the alminis-

tration’s policy Is that it foresees such o sjtg;

tion {imless submarine warfare ha al least sn
modified as 1o insure the safely of Ameriogg
lives and shipping.  When Mr. Bryan would
| arhitrate, he would expect Germany (o stand
by her verdicl, moral as well an malerial Ir
it e understood that the loss of Americnan lives

ean he compounded in dollars and refichsmarks,
th: cort would be o bagetelle to her in her effoary
to injure England—RBaltimore Nows,

Mr. Beyan has allowed what
he is pleased 1o regard as his
consciencs to overthrow hiis honos
He is attempting to etente public

Bryan's
Honor and

Conscience  apinion nganingt the President he-
foore the publie knows the con-
tents of the lettery 1o which he ohjects He

making public uge of the knowledge he ahtalnen

af that Ietter as n member of the Cabinet heforse
the publie, or the government to which the Jer.
ter bs pddressed, has seen it His act s 0 he-
irayal of his administration, hlg party and lis
country With his country facineg a eritieas)
situntion in its relatlons with another nntion,
he announces his purpose of going nhout  te
arouse oninion  hostile to the government of
which he wiasx a member until Tuesday and to
sorve the purpoges of o foreign natlon, Hig can-

seienee may require him to retire Lo privates ife,
but his honor should résirain him from attack-
Ing tha government of his country and workinge

| shaoulad

hrother |

ideadd |

e !

In the interests of o forelgn power.—I*hilade) -
phin Record,
Among the gentlemen conspicg-
L ous in business affauirn who gnye
:l“ “‘I.Rh' the Fadernl Trade Commiasion
Zone™ in e henen of thelr views on ex.
Business  pansion of our forelgn commercn |

there was on one polnt entire
unanimity of oapinlon.  Withoul exception, they
were all agrecd that important businesp develon-
ment abhrond §s impoksible In the prosent sinle

of uncertninty as to the seope 6f the Shermnn |

law, The law nas it atands reads thAL "a\'l'u}',
contrnet, combination In the form of irunt or
otherwiae, or consplracy In rostraint of trada |

or commerce among the several Btates or wlih
forelign natlens I8 hereby declared to he tHegal "
1t this Is held to cover combinations and price

s P

|

Clintan, 30 ecents a quart.
S

ILThe Voice of the Peonle

Calls NBryan n Deaerter,
T'o tne Faltor of The Times-Diepateh:
Sir,—Iindly pardon ona word, 1 Ao not he-
Heva the nnblie generally was nt all gurprisesd
nt ithe resignation of Mr. Hryvan, Evervy well-
posted person lone ago had arrived at the con-
clusion that this Seerstary of Stnte was n com- |

plete fatlure and totally Ineompetent tn A1l that
zreat offies,  The peaple have at lnst had an |
apnortunity of looking unon Mr. Bryan In his |

teae Heht. A greal arator and nlatform lecturaer

he fe. hut statesmanship and diplomaey he knows |
nothing ntinnt; n great preacher of peace at the
exnense of decenov anid hanor,

Dosertinge the Mresident aof the Uniled Statas
nt this eritieal perind is nothing more and noth-
fne Iese than cowardiee pure and simple. e
ot have the wlli!l:h!ﬂ;n wf‘-lg“nl"l? lh?
future in shaning and directine the nfinire o
this grent nation W. A, GIRKOXN,

Ford, Va, June 16, 1015

Thinks Natlon Shonld Aveld War.

To the Widitor of The Times-Digpateh:

iy There pare enme neople whe would he
glnd to see the United States involved in the
Fourane: war: hnt wanld the [Tnited States he
fnetinad in declaring iteslf a belligerent In this
terrible FBuronean  confilet under tha presant |
cirenmetances? It would not. for we shounld |

hear in mind that the Infsges some are suntaining
dus to this war were not inflicted in our nwn
waters, bt in o zone that ir in a great rehellion, |

1f a person hired a horse and wagon Lo convey
hiz goods from one part of the eountry to the
ather, and the horze wonld hecome frightensn
and dAashed the wagon and goods neninst a nole,
tree ar dawn an embhankoment, with severe logs,
would any one he justitfied in presuming that the
inger hine an adequate cauge to seelkk an indemnlty
acpins=t the Stute for pol having the road wide
cuoueh™ Or. would the State ba justified in
calllne out the militia 1o shont down its awn
citizens ta nratect ane whn hins eommitted n
Freal wrong? No. unhesitatingly nn! It wonld
have the same right as England in permitting an
IEnelish eammareial ship enrrvineg =oldlers, am-
munitinon and other contraband goods 16 hoaok
nneeppos with nentrals i

Not one of us Is hnmune to mirtakes,
we plav around fire and oet hurnt. we
for aunr share, dn we not? Sn, why nnt
te the “heoma rale then leave the
ter ahsolntely to our great

buat if
taka it
aflhere
whnle mat-
hlessing—President

Wilkan-—instend »f W;rm'.nlnn the mind to he |
‘engtd by the press? 1
L ’ E. WILL BURNETT. |
Richmond, Va., June 10, 1815, |

daora Interfere With Business, i

e Bditer of The Times-Dispateh:

~Far n number of monthe we have hepan
o an awful stench from soame of the
abattnlrs near our plant,  The canditions are
aueh that., nnlega remedied, we will dAnubtless
Irse onr emplaveess. slther from contracting some
digeans nr from  inoahility te stand the ador.
Soveral 1imes some nf our workmen have haen

To o
B
snhilected

mntde siek and had to leave thelr work,
o the 11th of Mav we comblnined ta the
Health Departmeont. They sont out nne nf thelr

lngnectore, who saw the sonrce of (he trovhle,
al Informed ug that he thought it should he
stonped at o ones, Sinee Lthen we have nagpein
culled thele attention to the matter, and an the |
il of this meanth phoned the Police Department.

Thev gant aut an ofMicer. who was condocted ta
the sanren af the tronble, but to-dav the ndar
i« wovae than ever, if such a thing is possible, |
We phaned the Tealth Denartment again this |
nfievponn, and were told that they wowld dn |
what they could to gtep the nuisance, but that |
they hnd ne authority to act as they wnould !
like 10 |

i

We will thivnk vou to call attention to the atata
of affalre throngh your columns, in hopes (hat
o of the ather sufferers in the west end of
the clty will Ioln us in an endeavor ta have the
naisanee abntend

THE BOITHERN 8TOVE WORKS.

1ty 1, W, UIRFRFERY.
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| Queries and Answers

A Correction,
The  middle name  of Governor Gilbert
Wiilker wns “tarleton,'” not “Carlton,”
tvper made up #ay o day or two ago.

.
as the

Powhnatan.
whk the dite of the death of Powhatan?
wiun hia renl naima?
EDWARD T. GREGG.
exact day is in  douht.
e  waps  sometimes  styled
and mbmetimes “MamanatowleR."”

Wi
Whnt

Aprl), LS
Wahvuneonnenel,
“Ctandne

the

wr=rs ]
Lunitnnin, Ete,

P'rdoe 1o the sinking of the Lusitanin, did this
tonntry pntify fiermnany that ghe Ald not recog-
nhze  thn Ywar xzona”? e the peércéntnge of
homiaides In thin e¢ountry highest of the ecivil-
lzod natlonp? PiS,

Mot in so many words. The statistical figures
are nat rellable, = :

el

| straw,

Cwarllke!

r} ———

LEAVE IT TO THE PRESIDENT

One of the Day’s Best Cartoons.

CALM Xturses
MY LIt 1L

—From tha Los Angelep Foxnrans,

THE REPLY TO GERMANY

i Edltorial In New York Evening Post,)

Mr. Bryan has, by anticipation and
by his two public statements—another
one is to follow—so related his person-
allty to the new note to the German
government that it is necassary to say
A word more about his present position.

| There can hardly be two opinfons about

his unimaginable egotiem.
to “the American peopla™ to drop every-
thing else and “sit In Judgment
mx decislon to resign.”’ But
romethilng better to o, Henlden, they
needed to waste precious ilttle time in
Judging of Mr. Hryan's latest escapnile.
Thelr verdict already Is that he hae
been gullty of glaring (nconsistency;
that he hns trented his party and the

upan

adminlstration most unhandsomely
anrd that his sudden break with the
Mresldent must nave heen long con-

templated by him, oceaslon heing only
awilted in order 1o make is as thentri-
s possible A Becretpry
who cheerfully signed the note of May
13, but refuged te put his name to
that of June 11, must be elther de-
ficient In reasoning powers or
man whoe has been nursing o grievanes
nnd was resolvéed to Ahd quarrel In a
It iz n disagreeable and even
humliliating suhject for Americans (o

discuss: and the sole excuse for nllud- |

Ing to It now Is the fact that Br. Hry-
an's ominous thunderlngs In the inidex
may have given the country a folee
Impression of what the raply te (jer-
many would ba. To-day he has
effrontery to blame the prees for maks
Iing people think the note woultl he
Let us drop Mr. Bryan and
luak’ at the note itself,
Ity tone im admirable,
menace ¢does not show Its hend in n
single phrase There Is nowhere in
the note a hint of that danger which
always lurks near the pen of one who

Hluster or

has to write critical diplomatic notes
—indulgence in threats, what the dip-
lomats eall technically the miise en

demeure, No elther-or
placed befora the German
no  thme-Himit lala down, The chief
Qerman contentlons about the  lusi-
tania are, Indead, ricddled, bat
man government le informesd

dHlemma Is
government,

that {f

it hne any real evidence to present, our !

government will glve it due consldera-
tion, Furthermorae the German Forelgn

| OfMlce is notified that if 1t has any 1nes-

shuge which it would
States to convey to the English gov-
ernment, we are at itg service for that
purpose, as indecd, we are at the serv-
lee of Great Beltnln also for o similare

HKke the nited

ohject.  The manner throuzhout is
eourteous. The greatesl eare hins heen
taken not to offend diermnan Susceptl-

bilities needlessly, If the sober second
thought of Lthe German government In-
c¢lines it to de all that is poasible to
meet the American view, the I'resldent
has made the wny eary. The wlhole
note Is n model of good breeding and
correct form.

But what
therda any
taken hy
of Mny
nlicitly

abhout the substanee?
retreal from the positions
our government in the note
137 Nol at all. They are ex-
renewed, < very earnestly and
very solemnly.' Moreover, the nrgu-
ment from law and human Is made
even stronger and more precise than
in the earlier notée., Our government
having hefore it the preliminary ob-
jections made by the derman Foreign
Minister, In the act of brushing them
aclde s ahle at onee to6  elarify
and fortify fita own case. Herr
von Jagow had asserted that the
Lusitanin left Neéw York an arm-
el auxitlary erulser. This our gov-
ernment eategorieally and oMeinlly de-
nies.  And, with the maln German wit-
ness now under arrest for perjury, It
Is not probnble that Washington will
he offered by Derlin “convinelng evl-
denee’ that the United Htntes was dere-
Het In permitting an Engllah véssel of
war to make free use of our ports!
The German protest that the Lusitanin
had contraband aboard, is dismissed by
our government ak “irrelevant to the

nquestion of the legality of the mothaode

used by the German naval authoritles
In slnking the vessel” No  detnlls
which do not affect the “indisputable

principle” of law involved, or the ole-
meéntary rulés of humane procedure In
warfare, will bhe allowed to detach the
gaze of the Amreican government from
the “grave responsibility” which the
ermnn government hns Incurred In
torpedoing and sinking a merchant-
man, carryving more than a thousand
penple who had no concelvable part
or lot In the war, and doing this “with-
out =0 much as a challenge or a
warning.'

This ia definite and firm enough; and
50 18 the closing paragraph of the note,
in which the right of Americans
travel on merchant shipa under a bel-
ligerent flag Is roundly nsserted, and
In which tha German government In
squarely asked to give “nssurnnces’
that (t will take the measures necessary
to safeguard Americnn llves and Ameri-
can ships, Germany will delude Her-
self (f sha Imagines that the absence
of anything llke saber-rattling in the
Presidént’'s note meéans a lack of In-
flexible resolution on hila part, or an
the part of the American people, who

He appeals |

they have |

of State |

else A

the | .

the Ger- |

ta |

are a unit behind My,

Wilson in all

this great isaue,
It will naturally take the German
government a little time to orient §t.

self to the new conditions at Washing.

ton.  Herlin dispatches makes it evident
that both oMectal and private oplnlon
in that eapital {8 much nt wen regnrd-

!:nn the causcs and results of Mr, Bry.
An's reslgnation. In a curlous way, ha
Chadd been yegarded there s a ferocious
lenamy of Garmany, T myth must
now be explodend, Further illumina-
tion regarding American fealings may
he expocted to reach the German Far-
pelen OfMce at ths Saads of the wpecial
LImessenger now on his way Barlin,
LBUt 1n the end, the tieiman covern-
fment will have to make up it mind
fwhat its answer shaill he to the dirept
| demands of Prestdent Wilknn, Cpe af
[the foolish savings attributed to Mr.
Hryan I that he would Never ¢onsent
to put it in the power of tisrmany tn
| ecide whather there should hie war
Iwith the Untted Stutom  p2at Garmans
(hus always had that power, and must
| have it. That elther her peaple or her
Eavernment really desire war with tiis
country, have never helleved, and
Ao not belleve naw,  Bul te avert it,
{the German ruleie can now be in no
doubt what they must do, Apd i they
{finally refuse Lo comply with the just
‘requirements of the latest note of our
government, they will he setting at
definnee not only the astablished lnw
of natlona—=o concluslvely  statsd hs
| 'resldent Wilson—hbut  the astiled
Judgment of fmpartial nnd humane Poo-
ple everywhere,

Lo

W

e e e

I Tribute to Burnt Cork |

| When a

Colunibia

Iiniversity profes-

sor #huffles off hie acndemlc robe and
indulges in recollectinns of minhstrelsy
0f the hurnt-cork brand, the layman
may follow (n his  steps Professor

Rrander Matthews haa seen At to think

back 1o hones and tambo and inter-
locutor. In the June number of Serlb-
ner's, Professor Matthews wriles (ne-

terestingly, as he alware does on any
sulject, of the rime and Aeclilie of an
amusement which was patronlzed by
ctheatergoers of the higher clase,

We thank him for reminding us, sasz s
the Diramatie Mirror, of a fact which
had nearly astray-—that “mins-
|trelay was the anly gpecidl form of
theatrical art Indigenous to our soll”
The new generation may he pardanad
for not knowinz that negro mins-
jtreley is seventy vears old.

There was an indefinable fagcination
ahout the hettar minstrelsy of long agn,
just as there continues to be a halo
nhout the cireus,  The feature that
charmed  has  gradually  diminished,
Barnum and old John Hoblnson and
Levi J. North come back whenever a
great pavilion undulntes under the
winds of spring and summer, hut Hoo-
ey and Haverly are memories. In its
heyday, nearo minstrelsy had long sea-
gsong I four of the blg theaters of
New York City., Timo was when Haoo-
ley's Minstrels ran for a whole season
In Brooklyn, The same company went
to Chivngo and held the staze for an
entlire winter, Its patrons were Lthe
yelite of the city,  Billy Emerson, Billy
| Arlington and Bily Rice, and “Flewey-
Andy-dohn” were in that organization.
To-day mingtreisy s on the road, A
one-night performnanee is the rule. But,
A Profesasor Matthews truly sayvs,
negro minstrelsy gave s unforgotten
HONRE. He reealls —01d Ifolks  at
Home,” “My Old Kentucky Home'"
and  “Dixie” Professor  Matthews
might have added that one of thosa
rongs is the musiec of some of the
trenches in this Kuropean war, One
has succeeded “Tipperary,”

Thanks to  D'rofessor Matthews,
Thackeray's appreciation of minstrelsy
I= brought back. It may have been for-
golten by readers of “I"endennis,” and
“Vanity Fale” and “The Newvomes,”
s we  transfer from the prolessor’s
article to a place in the Mirror, this
wreath from him who gave us that
tineat type of the ventleman who, when
he heard the fAnal enll, whispered
“Adsum,” Itead Thackeray's tribute:

"1 nheard a humorous balladist not
Jlong ngo, a mingtrel with wool on his
head and an ultra-thoplan complex-
lon, who performerd a pezro ballad
fthut [ confess molstensd {hese specta-

sane

cles In o most unespoctedd manner, 1
have wazed at thousnnds of tragedy-
aqueens dying on the atage antd ex-

pleing In nppropriate Wlank verse, and
I never wanted to wipe them. They
have looked up, be |t sald, at many
acorea of clergyman without belng dim--
med, and hohold! o vagabond with a
corlead face and a hanjo sings a little
song, #trilken a wilid note, which sets
the heart thrilling with happy pity.”
The tearet (u that Thackeray didn't
Kive um the name of the hallad, -

N PR R
dapan‘s Chnrming Courteny. .
(Mavien (Ind.) Star.) "

In any evenl, Japnn haw shown trus

Oriantal polltenens,  she didn't go in

and thike Chinn without firat n‘aliglnz

for 1.
Vet et i @ o S

A Mntior of Age.
(Atohinon (lohe.)

If o woman In young and thin, _!ﬁg is’
£ she 18 pld and thin,.sho i8

“slender”; |
“skinny Byl U RaTIN

bl




